MAGNA CARTA CELEBRATION WEEKEND
1st Chertsey enjoyed a busy weekend taking part & helping out at the Magna
Carta celebrations. On the 14th June, Chertsey Scout Group was asked if we
could supply transport in the form of our minibus to ferry guests from the
Runnymede Hotel to the statue unveiling on Runnymede Pleasure Grounds. I
volunteered for this and was honoured to be part of the reception and statue
unveiling, although it was a little damp!! For those watching Sky News you may
have seen me photo bombing Philip Hammond!!!!!!!!! (our MP).
I stayed on and enjoyed the boat pageant in the afternoon meeting other Scouters
from Egham Hythe & Virginia Water.
In the evening Chertsey Scout Group provided refreshments up on St Anne’s Hill
for the beacon lighting and fireworks. A very enjoyable evening, whilst raising
£300 towards the new HQ.

The highlight of the weekend has to be the main Magna Carta 800 year
celebration event held up at the Magna Carta Memorial on Monday 15th attended
by the Queen and other senior members of the royal family.

I was honoured to be invited along with Andy Sainsbury-Brown and John Neal. It
was a fantastic event & something I will remember for a very long time. Whilst
sitting down enjoying our picnic we were interviewed by BBC Radio Surrey.
Thanks Andy for the prompt when asked “what have the Scouts done to celebrate
Magna Carta” I couldn’t think of an immediate answer! Andy was tugging at his
Magna Carta Badge.
David Moore- GSL 1st Chertsey
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St George’s Day Parade & Service
Sunday 26th April saw over 400 members of
Runnymede Scouts assemble in Chertsey for our
annual parade, which was lead by the Egham
Band. The parade and service was organized by
2nd New Haw Scout Group.

would otherwise have been the case. Councillor
Tuley’s generosity has enabled us to fund the
start up costs for the new Group in Egham,
provide the equipment to run archery sessions,
build and equip a new shooting range in New Haw
and re-equip an existing range in Egham Hythe,
purchase camping equipment, fund child
protection courses, cover the start up costs for
Network Scouts and more. Here is where the
money was spent:
1st Egham (United
Church of Egham)
Scout Group

1st New Haw Scout
Group

The Beavers held their service in the church hall
of St. Peters, with the rest of the district gathering
in the church. The service and salute was taken in
the presence of the Mayor of Runnymede. The
collection was donated to The White Lodge
Centre.

1st Egham Hythe
Scout Group
1st Engefield Green
Scout Group
1st/4th Addlestone
Scout Group
Network Scouts
District

Start up costs

£658

Flags
Portable notice
boards
Build and equip
new
shooting
range
Re-equip
shooting range
New tents

£221
£476

Towards
new
gas heaters in
HQ
Start up costs
Archery
equipment
Camping
equipment
Keeping
Children
Safe
course fees

Total

£1,173

£639
£500
£500

£250
£1,143
£595
£192

£6,347

If that were not enough, earlier this year
Councillor David Parr allocated £3,000 to
Runnymede Scouts from his Mayor’s Charity
Fund. So the future is bright and we can continue
to widen the activities provided for our young
people.

Congratulations
At this year’s AGM on the 25th June, Andy
Sainsbury-Brown and David Breakwell were
presented with their Silver Acorns, and David
Moore was presented with his 30 year service
award.

AGM -Treasury Notes
Councillor Paul Tuley nominated Runnymede
Scouts as one of his charities during his Mayoral
year (2009-10). In November 2010 we received
£6,250 from the Mayor’s Charity Fund, to which
interest of £97 has been added. Since then the
funds have been used widely across the District
and have helped us to develop the activities on
offer to our young people far more quickly than

For those of you who were unable to attend the
District AGM, the District’s annual report and
accounts are on the website.
Richard Mason - District Treasurer

Archery
On the weekend of 9th&10th May the District took
part in the National Scout Archery Competition, for
the first time including a team of Leaders as well
as young people. I am pleased to announce we
had our best medal haul to date as follows.
Alison Gibbons / 1st Chertsey won Gold in the
over 18 - 40yd target compound.
Alex Tomalin / 1st 4th Addlestone won gold in
the under 18 - 40yd Clout.

Leo Peirson-Hagger / 1st 4th Addlestone won
Silver under 14 - 20yd Target PLUS won Silver
under 14 overall score.
I am sure you would like to share in my
congratulations for this outstanding achievement.
Well done to all who entered; another great result
for Runnymede.

Certificates were awarded. Chertsey Hunters are
proud to display the trophy and George and Ben
were awarded, from Les, a fishing rod each. Each
Cub also took home a special angling project pack
that included a copy of the Angling Times, ready
for their next fishing adventure.
If you would like to take a section from your group
to the lake please contact Les directly by logging
on to lesandjudy@supanet.com

Andy Sainsbury-Brown - DC
Sandra Wentworth AGSL 1st Virginia Water

Cubs District Fishing Competition
Wanted by Explorers
2nd

On
May at Wrasbury Lake the weather
conditions were good and we had an excellent
turn out.
Thanks you to the parents who
supervised from the lake’s edge and a very
special thank you to Les Webber, the founder of
the fishing project lake, and to his fellow team of
anglers for their help.
The results were:The winner for the most fish caught was George D
of 1st Chertsey
Hunters. George
not only caught 16
fish but also the
demon pike that
was terrorizing the
lake!
The winner for the
heaviest
total
catch was George
D of 1st Chertsey
Hunters as his 16
fish weighed 4lbs
and that didn’t
include the demon
pike.
The winning team
for the total weight
of fish caught by pack was, you’ve guessed it, 1st
Chertsey Hunters as, with the help of Jack G with
his 3oz catch and Georges’ 4lb, the total catch
was 4lb 3oz.
We had a last minute entry that was awarded to
Alex S from 5th Addlestone for the heaviest
individual fish caught which originally weighed in
at 10oz but this hungry perch put on 2oz while in
the keep net as he ate the little tiddler that was
sharing the net!

“Leaders, fancy a new challenge and a different or
additional role”?
I require assistance with running Endeavour
Explorer Unit which is for young people aged
between 14 - 18yrs.
The
catchment
area
is
Egham/Virginia
Water/Thorpe & Englefield Green.
The Unit currently meets on a Thursday evening
but it might be possible to revert back to a
Monday evening.
What do we do:- More adventurous Scouting
The young people in Explorers participate in the
DoE Award and equivalent Chief Scout Awards
both of which have an expedition section, so an
opportunity for hill walking in challenging areas.
This year two Explorers from Runnymede are
going to the World Scout Jamboree in Japan.
Runnymede Explorers (including Endeavour ESU)
have previously been to the International Scout
Centre in Kanderstag Switzerland, Iceland in 2013
and last year we attended an International
Scouting event in Bergisch Gladbach near
Cologne. Runnymede is twinned with Bergisch
Gladbach and there is potential for an
International event with one of the other groups
that also attended the event.
So if you think you are up to the challenge please
contact me to discuss"
Malcolm McGahan- DESC

Cub Football Tournament
My Cubs weren’t happy...they all kept asking
when the district football competition was to be,
and making sure I knew they wanted to be in the
team, but it wasn’t on the calendar this year. So,
on the grounds that this is a youth-lead
organization, I tried to find them an opponent for a
game or two, and ended up with 6!
We booked a pitch, twisted some arms and
persuaded two referees to take up their whistles,
and had a very enjoyable evening at ……….Cont:

Egham Sports Centre playing an energetic mini
tournament. The atmosphere was great – lots of
parents and even a few of my non-footballing
Cubs came along to support. Everyone played
everyone at least once, points were awarded, and
after lots of enthusiastic games the final results
were:-

It was really busy there and once installed, we
suited up and those who had done paintballing
before went to buy protective gloves which ran out
very quickly, so those less in the know were left
vulnerable.
There were groups older and way more
experienced than us, but groups were evenly
matched so we didn’t get small kids against
adults. Smoke grenades and thunder flashes were
given to the adult helpers to make sure things
went with a bang.
Roo stayed behind to get and keep ammo,
belongings and an array of kit safe. Parents were
more worried of course, but Scouts including Theo
P who just moved up from Cubs, and Ben (an old
timer) really got into the spirit, bringing bruises
and broken skin back from the very first round (get
wrecked!).

In third place...1st Chertsey Hunters
In joint second place....1st Virginia Water, 1st/4th
Addlestone Tigers, 2nd New Haw Badgers and 1st
Egham Hythe.
And the winners were 1st Englefield Green.
Well played everyone – it was a really good
tournament. And many thanks to Paul Forster
and Alex Grigg for working so hard as our
referees for the evening.
Mary Halls CSL - 1st Egham Hythe

Paintballing in Cobham
ASL David Knight (Poo) gained a small deal with
the paintball team at Delta force in Chobham.
Councillor Mike Kusneraitisas (the father of Alex,
one of our Gold Award winners) was able to
borrow the Englefield Green Community bus and
drive us there - thanks EG community!
There are two centres there and the original
postcode sends you to the one we weren’t at, so
recce it first if possible, to get the right place.

Arrived for a whole day paintballing and left about
4:30. Back to parents a little late. Just in case
you need to know, at least 80 paintballs per zone
made it acceptable, with at least 100 needed for
the last round, where you may fall foul of the
Terminator, who you need to fight or flee from.
Altogether it was a great but rather expensive
experience for a party of 18.
Roo Nicholson - ASL 1st Englefield Green

A Magna-ficent day again!
Over the weekend of June 13th - 15th, Egham was
abuzz with the celebrations of the 800th
anniversary of the signing of the Magna Carta.

Into the fray – ASL Poo (David Knight)

1st Egham were out in force for the Magna Carta
Day Fair on the High Street on the Saturday, with
Sovereign Skittles, hand made …………….. Cont.

gold (rice krispie) coins, and our very own King
John signing and sealing personalized copies of
the Magna Carta.
Our stall was a hive of activity and visitors for the
whole day, getting lots of interest from adult
helpers and potential new Scouts, whilst
generating over £500 of funds towards our fundraising objectives for this year.
The 1st Egham stall, in all its usual finery, was also
a landmark for people, thanks to the new District
feather banner, which stood out amazingly well
amongst everything else, and looked magnificent.
This was rewarded by 1st Egham taking away the
prize for the “Best Dressed Charity Stall” at the
event.
1st

The day was topped off by
Egham and the
Scout Active Support gathering at Strodes College
as an army of helpers for the Fireworks show.
Whilst there was not a huge amount to task us
with, a spot of bucket shaking at the end did make
some more vital funds for Scouting as well.
Ivan Harknett - GSL 1st Egham

Drowned Rats or Tigers Maybe?

the wet shoes turned into soaked through cubs
and as the parents turned up I (of course) blamed
the firemen. No harm was done, they loved it and
the uniforms should be dry for the next meeting.
Gareth Jenkins
CSL 1st/4th Addlestone Tigers Cub Pack

1st Ottershaw (Otters) Cubs have a
British Champion!
On Saturday May 2nd, Jamahl Golland, a
Freemantle School pupil, became British
Taekwondo Champion. Below is a report from his
proud dad.
‘What makes this an incredible achievement is
that this is only Jamahl's second ever tournament,
yet his first ever in this style of competing.
Champions are usually made of this calibre after a
minimum of at least 20-30 tournaments,
sometimes many more. First time out British
Champion
is
extremely
rare.
Jamahl was by far the youngest competitor in the
field competing in the black belt boys aged 10-12
years - 35Kg division. Again, another remarkable
achievement is that Jamahl is still 2 belts away
from being a black belt. Usually competitors start
in the novice section for 10 or so tournaments,
advance to intermediate for another 10 before
trying out the black belt category when they attain
that grade. Jamahl was simply amazing. In his
category was also a 12 year old World Champion
who lost to the boy Jamahl beat in the final!
Jamahl also competed in another style of fighting
on the day and got a Silver Medal! Still an
incredible achievement!

On a recent visit to Chertsey Fire Station we
ended up having a VERY wet evening.
We started with a very interesting talk on
home/fire safety from one of the firemen and were
just going to go down to look at the engines when
the alarm went off and they were called out on a
‘shout’
We decided to walk round to The Meads and the
cubs had a lovely time hiding in the long grass
and managing at the same time to lose the odd
scarf and woggle - no surprise there I suppose.
When we came back, a quick chat to the Station
Officer and we decided to get the fire hoses out.
Now this is where it started to go a bit pear
shaped (guv). I had told the parents their shoes
may get wet, so wear trainers for the visit. What
actually happened was they spent the next 20
minutes squirting each other and us as we tried to
hide behind one of the engines. It’s surprising how
far and high the hoses go, as we found out! So,

I was stopped by so many world class coaches
and referees who were all raving about Jamahl, it
was an incredible experience. Not many schools
can boast having a national sporting champion at
age 10, given his conditions and high anxiety
levels, this is quite an off the scale achievement. I
had no expectation of Jamahl winning this so
soon; I entered him for fun and for experience.
This is on the back of his regional Gymnastics
Gold Medal which he won last weekend!’
Everyone at 1st Ottershaw is very proud of Jamahl
Heather Howell – GSL 1st Ottershaw

Ottershaw Beavers visit Chertsey Fire
Station
On a warm sunny evening at the end of June, 1st
Ottershaw Beavers visited Chertsey Fire Station.
Halfway through their visit, the crew was called
out so the Beavers went outside to play some
games while waiting for the return of the fire
engine and crew…. ……………………………Cont.

Once the firemen were back, the Beavers were
asked if they would like to play with the hoses. Was
there ever going to be an answer other than ‘Yes’??!!
The picture below shows what happened next.

The troops did really well to pull together as
patrols and we are so proud of their efforts and
how they coped over the weekend, even washing
up and taking care of their own kit.

Would they like to go back again - that’s a yes!
Thanks to Green Watch at Chertsey for washing the
Beavers before bed ☺

We were also able to take in an assault course,
archery, and rifle shooting, as well as holding
Scouts Own in the surrounding woods. The two
troops gelled together really well and made some
new friends.

Heather Howell GSL - 1st Ottershaw

Sandra - 1st Virginia Water Scout Troop

Scout Survival Camp
23rd/24th

On the bank holiday weekend
May Scouts
from 1st Virginia Water & 2nd Thorpe held a survival
camp at Walton Firs camp site in Cobham.
A great time, with fantastic weather, the Scouts had
to camp for survival. They seemed surprised when
they arrived and there wasn’t a tent to be seen apart
from those still packed.

District Diary 2015
July 2015
(School ends 21st)
Mon 20th
August 2015
September 2015
(School starts 2nd)
?
Sun 13th
Sat 19th
Sun 27th
October 2015
(Half term 26th to 30th)
Fri 9th to Mon 12th
Mon 12th
Sat 17th
Sun 18th
Sun 18th

The challenge was to pitch their tents and dining
shelters, collect water and the greatest challenge
was to collect and chop wood, and bricks to make
their own open fires. The Scouts were given the
ingredients to cook their own evening meal, and a full
English breakfast on Sunday morning. It was quite
amazing to see how many variations there are on
cooking pasta & bolognaise. One patrol boiled it in
water with the pasta, another chucked all the raw
ingredients straight into the billy can, and one even
perfectly softened the onions & browned the mince. I
have to say all the concoctions tasted delicious!

District Executive Meeting

November 2015
Fri 13th
Sat 14th

December 2015
(School ends 18th)
Sat 5th
Wed 9th

Cubs Sixer/Seconder camp
Leaders Skills learning day
Cubs Fishing Competition
Scouts Fishing Competition

Active Support Weekend
Away
District Executive Meeting
Beavers No Cook Cooking
Training First Response
Scouts A to Z Challenge

Cubs Night Hike
Leaders Skittles Competition
Evening

Cubs Big Day Out
Cubs Christingle Service
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